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unqualified praise; but even these few lines,
since they were not entirely deprecatory,, were
mutilated and abused. Was I to say any more
about the Soviet Union ?

I was exhausted by my efforts to see and
understand clearly, and I told myself in the Better not
first days after my return that it was for me to
give shape to things and not merely expression.,
and so I decided to remain silent until my
experiences had crystallised.

But this excuse failed to quieten my con-
science for long. The Soviet Union is engaged
in a struggle with many enemies, and is re-
ceiving   only   half-hearted   support   from   its But being a
0                            .           r   .         .                writer^ I do

allies. Stupidity, ill-feeling, and inertia are at
work in making suspect, traducing, and deny-
ing everything in the East that is likely to bear
fruit. But no writer who has seen something
great should ever withhold his evidence, even
if the thing is unpopular and his words are
distasteful to many.

Therefore I am bearing witness.